
Yours Best Choice in Ecotourism  

Venezuela Active ® 

There are thousands of things to do in Venezue-

la, and you can do lots but still enjoy them at a 

relaxed pace, unplugged from hectic schedules 

and far from city noise.  
 

Trip Highlights  

¶ Travel through the seven major natural regions in Vene-

zuela. 

¶ Be in a igneo-metamorphic base with rocks that date be-

tween 900 million and 3.5 billion years old. The predomi-

nant formations consist of a combination of tepuis, grass-

lands, and valleys. Amongst these tepuis you find the 

Auyan-Tepuy (2.400 m), from which Angel Falls 

(Karepaku-pa merú), the highest waterfall in the world, 

originates with a drop of 979 m. In addition, see other 

tepuis such as Roraima (2.800 m); Chimata (2.700 m); 

Kukenán (2.600 m). 

¶ Visit the Venezuelan Andean region with its unparalleled 

biodiversity and Venezuelaõs tallest peaks!  

¶ Travel through vast plains that shelter hundreds of bird 

species (over 300) and more than 50 mammals, promising 

encounters with anacondas, armadillos, peccaries, opos-

sums, caimans, etc. 

¶ Explore Lake Maracaibo, where Christopher Columbus 

found the inspiration for the countryõs nameé 

¶ Framed by the tropical rain forest of the Henri Pittier Na-

tional Park, the beaches around Puerto 

Colombia are some of the most stun-

ningly beautiful in the country. 

2
0
1
0
-2

0
1
1
 

 Leadership in Environmental Conservation 



Page 1 VENEZUELA ACTIVE ® 

AndígenA is a Venezuelan non-

profit foundation created on 1999 

and whose mission is the conserva-

tion of the Neotropical Biodiversity, 

with emphasis in the Andean Re-

gion. 

 

AndígenA means òBorn in the Andesó and it reflects the 

origin of this organization: initiative of a group of young 

professionals and naturalists concerned by the lack of 

effective conservation programs in the Andean Region of 

Venezuela. 

 

AndígenA is also the genus that identifies a group of 

beautiful blue toucans that live in the cloud forests of The 

Andes, and whose image, transformed into a òmodern 

petroglyphó, is our institutional logo. 

 

AndígenA works under the philosophy of respect for native 

cultures, while in search of viable solutions to the current 

problems of nature   conservation. In order to achieve this, 

we are carrying out a series of projects on basic and ap-

plied biological research, analyses of economic alterna-

tives, and the implementation of environmental education       

programs, based mainly on community participation.  

 

Cover Photo: Jaguar, © Woodland Zoo. 

Design: Denis Alexander Torres. 

Content & Programme: © Fundación AndígenA. 

Website: www.andigena.org  

 

 

ABOUT US 

For Turpial Travel & Adventure, 

travel is more than a pastime and 

ecotourism is more than a trend ñ theyõre our business and our mission. 

Weõre here to help you experience this exciting land, know its indige-

nous people and see its wildlife in a sensitive and sustainable way so 

that coming generations can too. 

For eight years, we have specialized in leading small groups of visitors, 

drawing on a network of eco-guides and other experts to show you 

Venezuela in a way that is sustainable and limits our footprint. We work 

extensively with local communities and indigenous people to provide 

accommodations and services. 

The Turpial Travel Team understands the sensitivity of each place 

they take you to, and design activities that respect the environment as 

well as the people and creatures that live in it. When you travel with us, 

you are sharing our commitment. 

At Turpial Travel & Adventure, we seek out the very best services to 

meet your particular needs. We can build specialized, tailor-made tours 

or develop programs for families or larger groups. We can even create 

adventure vacations, complete with extreme sports. If you plan to travel 

with us,  please take some time to read our Terms & Conditions.  

Turpial Travel & Adventure is a member of several organizations that 

protect the environment, study endangered species and promote sustainable 

tourism. We work in partnership with  Fundación AndígenA to forge a direct 

link between the  economic benefits from tourism and the biodiversity protection. 

All of our programs are designed to be sustainable and environmentally respon-

sible.  

Turpial Travel C.A. is a company registered in Venezuela. Our com-

pany numbers are: 

RIF:  J-31279767-3  NIT: 0388565888 

VT: 2677   RTN: 6822  

 

Tourism and Biodiversity 

With an estimated US $ 3 trillion in annual revenues,  tourism has 

emerged as one of the worldõs largest      industries, expanding at an 

average rate of 4 percent to 5 percent annually during the past decade 

and causing many potential  conservation threats to regions worldwide.  

We believe that carefully planned and implemented  tourism develop-

ment can be a sustainable economic    alternative as well as a successful 

conservation strategy one that provides jobs to local people and, by its 

reliance on healthy ecosystems, offers a powerful incentive to   preserve 

the environment. 
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WELCOME TO AN AMAZING LAND... 

R
o

g
e

r 
M

a
n

ri
q

u
e

, 
©

 A
n

d
íg

e
n

A 

A land baptized by Christopher Columbus as the òPromised Landó, it should be now explored by you. Unspoiled by mass tourism, with a wonderful 

weather, true hospitality, genuine and friendly people and with the spirit of a virgin nature. Considered as one of the most biologically diverse coun-

tries on Earth,  

 Venezuela offers countless natural wonders and strikingly different         landscapes. This is the only Latin American country where you can take your 

breakfast high in the Andean mountains and later your dinner in the Amazon rainforest in front of the mighty Orinoco River, all in the same day! 

 With emphasis on safety and comfort combined with discovery and  adventure, our groups will be led by resident and experienced bilingual   natu-

ralists, giving you a detailed Learning Tour of Natural History.  

We are proud to present to you this exclusive Program Venezuela Active focused showing you the contrast beauty this country has to offer.  
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THE REGIONS 

 
 

 

 

In this multi-destination tour you will visit five (5) major natural regions in Venezuela: 

 

1. Canaima National Park & Angel Falls,  One of the largest national parks in the world and the second largest in Venezuela, Canaima Na-

tional Park astonishes visitors with the drama of its spectacular landscapes and biological diversity. 

Its signature landmarks are the tepuis, unique rock formations that rise up out of the surroundings to create huge ecological islands (the most fa-

mous, Roraima, inspired Conan Doyle's novel, The Lost World) punctured by waterfalls, including Angel Falls, the planetõs highest.  

In 1994, UNESCO declared Canaima National Park a World Heritage Site. The organization calls the park a "unique biogeological entity." 

 

2. Los LlanosñThe Plains Los Llanos (flat plains), is considered one of the ecosystems with the most important wetlands in the world! These vast 

plains shelter hundreds of bird species (over 300) and more than 50 mamals, promising encounters with anacondas, armadillos, peccaries, opos-

sums, tapirs, ocelots, anteaters, caimans, Venezuelaõs famous capybaras, bird species such as ibis, herons, cormorants, egrets, jacanas, gallinules 

and darters. Itõs is also one of the best places in Venezuela for rafting. Los Llanos changes dramatically according to the season, from a dry ex-

panse of ranchland in the winter to a vast shallow lake in the summer. 

After your wildlife safari, party with the cowboys of the Llanos under a blanket of stars. Llaneros are the hard-working cowboys of Venezuela, 

famous for the joropos music they play on the cuatro (a tiny four-stringed guitar), the arpa (harp) and maracas, capturing the heart of Venezuelan 

culture. 

A mega star of Los Llanos and the whole country is the Pink River Dolphin, the largest River Dolphin in the World that frequently jumps around the 

boats. The Orinoco Crocodile is the second largest croc species in the World, although unfortunately today there are just a few living in the wild 

(probably 2,000 between Venezuela and Colombia). The Fishes are astonishing, from the famous Red-Bellied Piranha, to 2-3 m Catfish, to Electric 

Eels, to Sting Rays, to the desirable Peacock Bass...  

 

3. The Andean Region - Mérida,  Bound by the Sierra Nevada and the Sierra de la Culata, the Venezuelan Andean region has unparalleled 

biodiversity and Venezuelaõs tallest peaks. Its main city, M®rida, boasts the highest and longest cable car in the world. Meet the people, explore 

the mountain paths, experience the unique Páramo ecosystem. The Andes offer a whole range of options for adventurers and nature lovers.  

 

With Venezuelaõs highest mountains (Bol²var, Humboldt, La Concha, Bomplandt and Le·n) and the p§ramo, M®rida has to be top of your list for 

trekking and hiking. The páramo is a high-altitude region with a neotropical ecosystem. It is located between the upper forest line (about 3800 m 

altitude) and the permanent snow line (about 5000 m). The ecosystem consists of accidented, mostly glacier formed valleys and plains with a large 

variety of lakes, peat bogs and wet grasslands intermingled with shrublands and forest patches. This neotropical ecosystem hosts about 5000 

different plant species where 60% of these species are endemic, adapted to the specific climate characteristics of the place. Vegetation you will 

get to see in this trip are: tussock grasses, ground rosettes, dwarf shrubs cushion plants and conspicuous giant rosettes such as Espeletia (frilejon) 

and Puya (in the family Bromeliaceae). The páramo covers 2600 Km2 ñ 23 per cent ñ of the state!  

Our programs in Mérida, designed to be sustainable and environmentally responsible, encompass a wide variety of activities, from extreme sports 

to bird watching. The local people will be your hosts at the mucu-posadas and your guides through this breathtaking landscape. Your visit to 

Mérida will be unforgettable!   

The last refuge of the great Andean Condor in the country (a globally Endangered species), also the Black-Chested Buzzard-Eagle, Northern Tor-

rent Duck, Andean Cock-of-the-Rock, several species of Toucans, incredible Hummingbirds like the bizarre White-Bearded-Helmetcreast and the 

splendid Racquet-tailed, also countless Parrots and other Bird species. The Páramo is habitat for the endemic Páramo Deer, Páramo Rabbit, Moun-

tain Coati and the enigmatic Spectacled Bear, also found in the Andean Cloud Forest. This almost unexplored habitat is very important to maintain 

the water flowing yearly round. Cloud Forest Trees are covered by Epiphytic Plants (i. e., Moss, Bromeliads, Orchids...) which are habitat for hun-

dreds of Insects, Spiders, Frogs, Salamanders and Lizards, most of them still to be named by science. 

 


